Hierarchal Liturgy - Sequence Outline for Choir

Arrival of bishop 

· Warden gives bread and salt to bishop and says a few words

· Choir starts singing “From the Rising of the Sun…” (once)

· Servers bring him mantiya

Priest greets bishop w/ cross

· Deacon says “wisdom” and then choir sings “It is Truly Meet” slowly

· Priest brings bishop the blessing cross on a tray (perhaps the priest will say a greeting to the bishop)

· Priests venerate cross held by the bishop

Bishop enters the temple

· Choir continues singing “It is Truly Meet…” while bishop venerates icons and iconastasis and deacons read the Entrance Prayers

· Bishop venerates iconastasis then bows in front of the Holy Doors and says his prayer. Immediately upon completion of the prayer, he turns and faces the people. The deacon says “Eis Polla, eti despota” and the bishop blesses the faithful and the choir responds with “Ton dhespotin…”

Vesting of the bishop

· The bishop goes to the cathedra in the center of the church and the priests get his blessing to vest

· While the above is being done, the choir sings “The prophets…”

· Then, when the deacon reads, “Thy soul shall rejoice in the Lord…” the choir immediately begins to sing, “Thy soul shall rejoice in the Lord…” slowly during the vesting of the bishop (the choir will have to repeat this hymn a few times)

· At the end of the vesting of the bishop, the deacon says, “May thy light shine before men…” and then the choir sings “Ton dhespotin…” followed by “Eis Polla, eti despota” (3x)
· During the singing of “Eis Polla, eti despota” the bishop blesses the faithful w/ the trikiri and dikiri and, at the end of the singing, the priest serving the Hours and the reader get a blessing to start the Hours (The priest stands to the bishop’s right and the reader reads the Hours from the bishop’s left, up a few spaces, and facing the altar.)

Hours

· Per usual (with the exception that the Reader is out in front and to the left of the Bishop) *Reader says “Master, bless.” Instead of “Father, bless.”
Beginning of the Liturgy

· Per usual until Little Entrance
Little Entrance

· Clergy come out and line up with bishop
· Deacon: Wisdom, aright!
· CLERGY then sings “Come let us worship…” slowly (While this is being sung the bishop is blessing the people w/ the trikiri and dikiri and then descends the cathedra and then goes to the amvon and again blesses the people w/ the trikiri and dikiri
· [needs more rubrics here]
· The bishop goes into the Altar and censes the altar table and then the iconastasis. By the time the bishop is censing the iconastasis, the choir should be singing “Eis polla…” slowly. The bishop concludes the censing.
Troparia and Kontakia

· Per usual until the final Theotokia
· The final Theotokia is sung by the clergy in the Altar starting with “Both now and ever…”
Holy God

· At the end of the Theotokia sung by the choir, the following occurs:
· Deacon: “Let us pray to the Lord!”
· Choir: “Lord have mercy!”
· Deacon: “O Lord save the pious!”
· Choir: “O Lord save the pious!”
· Deacon: “And hearken unto us!”
· Choir: “And hearken unto us!”
· Deacon: “And unto the ages of ages!”
· Choir: “Amen!”
· Then, the singing of the “Pontifical Holy God”:


· 1) The choir melodically sings: "Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us". [The tempo need not be terribly slow.]

· 2) The clergy repeat what the choir sang.

· 3) The choir sings: "Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us", but on a reciting tone.

· 4) The bishop, having gone out to the amvon, recites the prayer: "Look down from heaven, O God,..." and the choir sings as he blesses to the West: "Holy God," to the South: "Holy Mighty," to the North: "Holy Immortal, have mercy on us."

· 5) The Bishop returns to the altar and the choir sings "Holy God..." once more the entire text but in a reciting tone as in number 3.

· 6) The clergy sing the entire text melodically as in number 2.

· 7) The choir sings: "Glory...now and ever...Holy Immortal, have mercy on us." on a reciting tone.

· 8) The choir then sings "Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us" melodically for the final time.

Liturgy of the Faithful

· As usual until the Cherubic Hymn

· The Cherubic Hymn & Great Entrance:

· The Cherubic Hymn is sung slowly because there is not only the censing, but the bishop washes his hands and completes the Proskemede before the Great Entrance

· The final phrase of the Cherubic Hymn might have to be repeated and end with two “Amens”

· The clergy will wait for the choir to finish the Cherubic Hymn to start the Great Entrance (The bishop may send the clergy out before the choir is finished.)
· Then, after the bishop takes the Chalice into the Altar the choir continues: “Amen. That we may receive the King of all…” and then waits for the Bishop to bless with the Trikiri and Dikiri

· When the bishop blesses with the Trikiri and Dikiri, the choir sings “Eis Polla Eti, Despota!” once

· The litany: "Let us complete our prayer..." and the Creed as usual.

· After the signing of “A mercy of peace a sacrifice of praise!” the bishop will come out with the Trikiri and Dikiri for his blessing “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ…” … “Let us lift up our hearts” … “Let us give thanks unto the Lord!” The choir sings the usual responses to these

· At the end of the Hymn to the Theotokos:

· Deacon: “And each and every one” 
· Choir: “And each and every one”

· Bishop: “Among the first, remember…”

· Choir: “And each and every one”

· Deacon: “And our Lord the Most Reverend…”

· Deacon: “Offering these gifts…”

· Deacon: “to the Lord our God…”

· Deacon: “For the honorable priesthood…in behalf of all and for all!”

· Choir: “And behalf of all for all!”

· The Liturgy continues as usual until after Communion

· When the bishop comes out and says “Save O God Thy people…” and blesses with the trikiri and dikiri, the choir responds with “Eis Polla Eti Despota” once

· The bishop usually gives a homily after Psalm 33. Then follows the dismissal.

· At the dismissal, the bishop blesses the people with the trikiri and dikiri and the choir responds with “Eis Polla Eti Despota” once

